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Some Woodsias from the North Shore
of Lake Superior

Rorra M. Tryon, JR.

Dr. F. K. Butters described in 1941' two Woodsia
hybrids from Cook County and adjacent St. Louis
County, Minnesota and Ontario, Canada. He men-
tioned the occurrence of five species in Cook County, in
Some places all ‘‘within a radius of a few hundred
yards.”” Surely this makes the area one of the best
Woodsia haunts in the country. The five species and
two hybrids all grow on caleareous rocks and the rare
ones are confined to them.

Knowing from a oeological report? of the existence of
similar calcareous rocks on Thunder Cape near the town
of Silver Islet (about 15 miles east of Port Arthur, On-
tario, Canada) we planned to visit the area at our first
OPportunity and in 1947 a week was spent camping and
collecting at Silver Islet.

In the 1880°s this historic town was the site of one
of the richest silver mines in Canada. All told, about
three and a half million dollars in silver was mined.
The mine is located, and can be seen today, on a Very
Small island just off the mainland. We were told that
the ore-bearing vein was discovered accidentally while
Prospectors were using the islet as a triangulation sta-
tion in theijy survey of the Sleeping Giant. Many of
the olq mining town buildings still remain in good con-
dition, much to our advantage since we spent the first
'8Ny night in the old jail and used it later as a press
Toom,

The southern tip of Thunder Cape, on the western

Side, is composed of several large rock formations that
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